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On Thursday, August 30, 2018, the Partners in Education 

(PIE) council held its first meeting of the 2018-2019 school 

year. The council is comprised of faculty and staff from the 

College of Education, the Tuscaloosa City School System, 

and the Tuscaloosa County School System. The council came 

together to set expectations and identify the top three goals 

to be the main focus of the partnership at this time.

During the course of the meeting, PIE identified three goals 

as its initial focus. These three goals were made priority 

because they will be instrumental in ensuring the council 

achieves its vision of creating a successful collaborative 

partnership that is responsible for student success and well-

being. 

Partners will conduct inventory of 

resources and add to a shareable 

database.

Partners will determine and utilize the 

most effective forms of communication for 

the intended audience.

Partners will administer a needs-based 

assessment to determine the professional 

development needs of pre-service 

teachers, teachers, and education leaders.

PARTNERS IN EDUCATION

In August, the Literacy Leaders Conference held at The 

University of Alabama in Bryant Conference Center. The 

conference was hosted by the Belser-Parton Literacy Center, 

the Superintendents’ Academy, and the Office of School 

Partnerships. 

The conference sought to meet the needs of educators, 

including superintendents, principals, central office 

personnel, and other school leaders. Holmes Scholars served 

as moderators for breakout sessions. The conference also 

featured keynote speakers including Drs. Carlas McCauley, 

Robin Ennis, and Barbara Foorman.

LITERACY LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
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Dr. Tracey Hodges is working on two projects with Hale 

County Middle School and Southview Elementary School. 

Hodges’ collaboration with Hale County Middle School, 

grades 6-8, involves working with teachers to meet their 

literacy needs related to writing by collaborating with 

them to build a writing curriculum, implement scoring 

techniques, write lesson plans, and provide ongoing 

professional development workshops.  

Dr. Hodges is working with Southview Elementary School, 

in five third-grade classes to examine how children 

develop empathy through reading multicultural literature. 

Participating teachers read selected texts to the students 

and pauses three times throughout to ask comprehension 

questions about interactions between the characters. 

Afterwards, students complete writing prompts and a 

graphic organizer citing evidence from the story that 

supports their interpretation of the characters and how they 

would have or should have responded to the situations from 

the book. 

COLLABORATING WITH 
TEACHERS TO IMPROVE 
WRITING



In partnership with Shelton State Community College, 

Stillman College, and the University of West Alabama, the 

College of Education shared an exhibit on the teaching 

profession at the Worlds of Work Day held at Shelton State 

Community College on October 11 – 12, 2018. 

The joint presentation was entitled “What Do Teachers Make? 

Teachers Make a Difference.” Worlds of Work, which is in its 

third annual iteration, is a two-day event features booth and 

exhibits on various professions, with the purpose of inspiring 

middle school and high school students who attend to start 

making a decision about their desired career trajectory. 

Students are from the surrounding areas, including various 

counties. It is hope of the College of Education that students 

as young as middle and high school age will be inspired to 

seriously consider the teaching profession. 

UA representatives to assist with the event included Drs. 

Rebecca Ballard, Carlton McHargh, Lisa Fowler, Liza Wilson, 

the COE Ambassadors, and Holmes Scholars, April Caddell 

and Kantrele King.  The UA exhibit featured a coding and 

robotics demonstration in conjunction with the theme of 

STREAM—science, technology, reading, engineering, art, 

and math. Students who visited used iPads with LEGO 

coding software to race various LEGO robots, with the 

objective of beating the previously established record 

time. Other teaching profession exhibits included literacy 

activities, interactive STEM exhibits, and art exhibits. 

WORLDS OF WORK DAY 2018 



STEM NIGHT AT WOODLAND FOREST ELEMENTARY

Dr. Lisa Fowler, along with CEE 304 Elementary Science 

preservice students and Holmes Scholars, collaborated with 

Diana Marchant, the STEM Coordinator at Woodland Forest 

Elementary, to host a STEM Night on November 13, 2018. 

Woodland Forest teachers and preservice teachers had a 

variety of hands-on interactive STEM activities for students 

to explore. They provided dinner for all of the volunteers 

and families that attended. Over 500 participants attended 

including teachers, preservice teachers, administrators, 

parents, and students!

5TH GRADE FASTBREAK AT COLEMAN COLISEUM 
In mid-December, the Office of School Partnerships assisted 

with the 5th Grade Fastbreak event held at Coleman 

Coliseum at The University of Alabama. Collaborators for the 

event included the UA Women’s Basketball, the College of 

Education, Tuscaloosa City Schools, and Tuscaloosa County 

Schools. 

The basketball game was held on Wednesday, December 

5, 2018 against the University of South Alabama. The 

5th Grade Fastbreak engages 5th graders in educational 

initiatives based on Alabama women’s basketball. 

Goals of the collaboration include to provide a vehicle for 5th 

graders to strengthen their academic skills and identify with 

positive role models, as well as generate interest in women’s 

basketball. Fifth grade students are chosen because they 

are old enough to grasp educational concepts tied to 

athletics and because they will be transitioning to middle 

school next year.  An annual tradition in our local schools; 

younger elementary students look forward to the curriculum 

and events as they enter 5th grade, the graduating year for 

elementary school. 



MCNAIR SCHOLARS VISIT UA CAMPUS 
The McNair Scholars, totaling 18 students, visited The 

University of Alabama, including a tour of the College of 

Education. Holmes Scholars April Caddell and Kantrele King 

met with the McNair Scholars to share information about 

the graduate programs in the College of Education, and 

graduate life at UA. The McNair Scholars represented 18 

colleges, including historically black colleges or universities 

(HBCUs). The McNair Scholars program is designed to 

prepare undergraduate students for doctoral studies, and 

targets first-generation college students with financial need, 

or members of a traditionally underrepresented group in 

graduate education who demonstrate academic potential. 

The goal of the McNair Scholars Program is to increase 

graduate degree awards for students in underrepresented 

segments of society. 

STEM NIGHT AT WOODLAND FOREST ELEMENTARY

On November 15, 2018, in partnership with Tuscaloosa City 

Schools and Tuscaloosa County Schools, the Office of School 

Partnerships hosted a Recruitment Day at the Tom Barnes 

Education Building. The event was also in partnership with 

the UA / UWA In-Service Center.

Recruitment was geared towards secondary education 

majors who would be upcoming interns in the spring 2019 

semester. The event opened with remarks from Drs. Liza 

Wilson and Carlton McHargh. Pre-service teachers met with 

representatives from both TCS and TCSS to find an ideal 

placement within the school systems. 

TCS / TCSS RECRUITMENT DAY



The College of Education, Office of School 

Partnerships, and the Alabama Department of 

Early Childhood Education, Drs. Cailin Kerch 

and Alison Hooper hosted a public screening 

of the documentary, No Small Matter.  This 

screening was held on November 15, 2018, 

followed by a panel discussion with early 

childhood leaders from across the state.

No Small Matter is the first feature 

documentary to explore the most overlooked, 

underestimated, and powerful force for good 

in America today: early childhood education. 

Over 200, education leaders, early childhood 

leaders, administrators, educators and 

students were in attendance. 

NO SMALL MATTER DOCUMENTARY 
SCREENING AND PANEL DISCUSSION



Dr. Cailin Kerch, in collaboration with Dr. James Hardin, 

Dr. Carol Donovan, Mrs. Dana Evans, and other College 

of Education faculty, hosted a Family Literacy Night with 

her CEE 365 Literature for Children preservice students. 

The family night was on October 17, 2018, at Southview 

Elementary School. 

The purpose of this night was to connect families with 

literature and strategies that could be utilized at home. Dr. 

Kerch and her students dressed as book characters and 

presented at various stations demonstrating literacy activities 

and strategies. Over 150 of Southview Elementary’s parents 

and children attended. 

SOUTHVIEW ELEMENTARY FAMILY LITERACY NIGHT


